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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 
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ment. The needles may be remoTed between the third and sixth day The 
method of operating- is explained by plates.-Won Medical and Surgical 
Journal, August, 18o2, from Rust*a Afagazin. ° 

19 On the Efficacy of Strychnine applied to Blistered Surfaces in Jmaurosis— 
Dr. S-rrvr.xsnx states, that he has denved benefit from sprinkling powdered 
strychnine on blistered surfaces of the temple, in cases of amaurosis of many 
yeare duration. Half a grain ot strychnine is repeated twice a day, until tremors 
of the limbs are produced. Tile same medicine has also been occasionally used 
with benefit, in a similar manner,in cases of local paralysis, i. c. paralytic affec¬ 
tions of a few muscles, without impaired state of the general health. 'Ur S di¬ 
rects the strychnine to be prepared, by boiling nux vomica in water, and eva- 
poniing tile decoction to the consistence of a syrups lime is then to be added 
that It may unite with tile acid, and set the strychnine free, which may be sc’ 

panted from the lime, by means of alcohol, and obtained by evaporations if the 

n' ne i be 'I? qUtr !, d - Bjcater purity, it is to be redissolved in alcohol and 
cry atalhzed.— transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta, VoU V. 


SURGERY. 

20 Case of Chronic Hydrocephalus treated by Puncture. Hy R. C. Rcsssr. Fsn 
of Abertlecn.—t.hnst'an Littlejohn, whose age is eight months, was ali’ected 
with chronic hydrocephalus. Her mother observed a few days after birth'i 
greater separation of tile bones of the head than natural, after which its size he 
gan to increase very rapidly. Eleven weeks after birth, 1 was renueedo see 
her along With my friend Mr. Moir, Lecturer on Anatomy in this place By 
that time the head had acquired an enormous size, it measured in circumference 
twenty-three inches, and from the meatus of one side to that of the other 
across the vertex, fifteen ami a half inches. There was a constant rolling of 
the eyes, and squinting, but there was no unusual dilatation of the ptinil whirl 
contracted readily on the application of light. The bowels were iraeSibJ an 
she was affected with slight startings during sleep. Various methods of trea 
ment had been adopted, viz. compression, blisters, mercury, diuretics &c hot 
m spitc of these measures the head continued to increase. As the gen’eral'sUte 
of her health appeared good, I resolved upon trying the operation which has 
been recommended, ot gradually discharging the water by puncture Throne 
ration was accordingly performed on the 25th August, six days after mv first' 
visit. The instrument which I employed was a trocar such as is used in hv 
urocele. 1 introduced it about half an inch in depth on the right side of the an¬ 
terior fontanellc, and three ounces of serous fluid were discharged through the 
cannula. A piece of adhesive plaster was placed over the puncture, and ■, 
roller applied around the head. She slept well that night, but next dav she 
was slightly feverish, and continued so fur two days afterwards, when she an 
pcared ns well ns before the operation. * 

On the 4th day of September, the puncture was repeated in the same manner 
un the opposite side, and five and a half ounces of turbid serum were evacuate,! 
containing several flakes of lymph. No unfavourable svmptom followed 0,1 
the loth September, the size of the head appeared much lessened, and -was 
found to have diminished two and a half inches in circumference, and two and 
a quarter across the vertex. Ossification had made considerable progress \ 
large opening in tile frontal bone, which extended from the bregma to the 
was completely filled up, while those in other parts were much diminished in 
again using the trocar, only an ounce of fluid was discharged. On the 5th r 
October, 1 inserted the trocar near to the part I first punctured, and introduced 
it as far as the meninges, but only half an ounce of fluid passed through the 
cannula; I therefore reintroduced it, and entered it obliquely, about an inch .nd 
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